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Dear O.P. Students and Families, 
 
Welcome to the 2019-2020 school year at Orchard Primary, where every day will bring adventure, learning, 
fun, exploration, and a chance to make mistakes and try something new.  We will work tirelessly to provide all 
of our students with a safe, positive learning environment where they can gain the knowledge and skills 
necessary for success that will last a lifetime.  Student success is at the core of everything we do! 
 
My name is Jennifer Szlachta and I am overjoyed to be the principal here at Orchard Primary.  Orchard Primary 
is a wonderful place to be – the staff is caring, hard-working, and deeply dedicated to doing what is best for 
our students and families.  Each member of the OP team works tirelessly to ensure all of our students grow 
and flourish academically, emotionally, socially, behaviorally, and physically.  This year marks my 24th year in 
education and I have to admit I’m as excited to begin this year of my career as I was when I walked into my 
first classroom teaching experience.  I spent the majority of my educational career with Davison Community 
Schools, 13 years as a classroom teacher (Kindergarten, 1st grade, and 4th grade) and 6 years as a Literacy 
Specialist teaching our most at risk students how to be successful readers.  I served as principal of New Haven 
Elementary, a Young 5 through 5th grade building for one year and am beginning my 4th year as principal of 
Orchard Primary.  All of my experiences have shaped the person I am today and I am proud to be an educator.  
I am a life-long learner, striving to grow and learn in an effort to make a positive difference in the lives of every 
student, staff member, parent, and community member that I meet.  I live about 8 miles away from the school 
with my husband Greg and 2 children, Garrett, 17 years old, and Kendall, 14 years old.  While I don’t live in 
Almont I visit Charlie Browns throughout the summer for delicious sweet treats and buy pine shavings for my 
children’s 4H pigs at the Family Farm and Home.  I am proud to live so close to your community and will look 
for you every time I’m out and about. 
 
Deep at my core and with every piece of who I am I will work tirelessly to ensure your child has the very best 
experience at Orchard Primary.  Relationships are the glue that holds us together and I am grateful to be a 
member of the OP team - it truly takes a village to raise a child.  I believe in success for all and that together 
we can achieve greatness when we believe we can.  We are excited to partner with you this year to ensure 
your child finds success and happiness!  It is definitely an exciting time to be a Raider!!  So check out our 
website, come and visit us when you can, and join our team as we work together to make every day a great 
day!   
 
Together we can, together we will, 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Jennifer Szlachta, Ed. S. 
Principal 


